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MEMBERS:

WELCOME TO SPRING!!, AND WITH WARMER WEATHER, WE WILL BE ABLE
TO GO QUTSIDE AT NIGHT WITHOUT 3 OR 4 LAYERS OF CLOTHES ON.

WE DO HAVE ONE MAJOR ACTIVITY PLANNED THIS MONTH FOR CLUR
MEMBERS. WE WILL BE TAKING A TRIP TO CHAPEL HILL FOR A VISIT
TO THE OBRSERVATORY THERE. THE DATE IS MARCH Z7th, A FRIDAY NIGHT,
THIS DATE IS RESERVED FOR US AND WE WILL BE ARLE TO LOOK THROUGH
THE 24" TELESCOPE THERE. THIS PROMISES TO PE A GREAT EXPERIENCE
FOR ALL THOSE WHO GO. (PROVIDED OF COURSE THAT MOTHER NATURE IS
KIND ENOUGH TO PROVIDE CLEAR SKIEE THAT NIGHT). IF I°M CORRECT,
WE NEED TO BE THERE BY 7:3@ PM. ALL THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO GO,
PLEASE CONTACT ALAN, PAUL, OR RONNIE AS SOCN AS POSSIRLE. PaAUL
WILL BPE SEMDING A LETTER OUT LATER AROUT THIS TRIP, SO READ IT
CAREFULLY FOR ALL THE DETAILS.

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MARCH 1st. 7:30 PM AT MORTON
HALL, UNC-W. WE WILL PROBABLY MOVE THE TIME OF THE MEETING TO A
LATER HOUR AS THE DAYS GET LONGER AND WARMER WEATHER APPROACHES,

S0 WE CAN DO SOME OBPSERVING AFTER THE MEETINGS, RPUT EVERYONE WILL
PE NOTIFIED BPEFORE THE MEETINMNGE AE TD THE TIME THAT WILL BE SET UP.

BETTY McMILLAN WILL BE GIVING A TALK ON HER RESEARCH INTO
VARIABLE STARS AT A MEETING OF THE CUMBERLAMND COUNTY ASTRONOMY CLUPR
SOMETIME IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS. WE HAVE PBPEEN INVITED TO JOIN HER
AS A VISITING CLUR TO THIS MEETING. THIS WILL GIVE US AN EXXCELLENT
OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO KNOW SOME OTHER ASTRONOMERS IN OUR AREA AND
ENJOY A SHORT TRIP TO JOHNNY HORNE'™S ORSERVATORY IF POSSIPLE.
EVERYONE WILL PE MNOTIFIED AT TO WHEN BPETTY WILL BE MARKING HER TRIP,
SO LET'S PLAN ON GOING!'!
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MARCH SRY CalLEMDAR

MOON B, 0% DEGREES NORTH OF JUPITER
OQCCULTATTION.  VMISIELE TN GUR aAREA.

MOORN AT ASCENDIMNG NODE,

MDON PASSES 1.9 DEGREES MORTH OF MaRES

SUN'E NORTH POLE MOST INCLIMED AlWaY FROM EARTH.
FIRST QUARTER MOONM S:58 AM

MOON AT APOGEE

SUN ENTERS PISCES

MERCURY STATIOMARY

ALBERT EINSTEIN BORN 1879

FULL MOON 8213 AM
THE TDES OF MARCH

SPRING BEGINS 10:52 PM. VERNAL EQUINGX

MOON @. 1 DEGREES NORTH OF ANTARES
OCCULTATION

CAMELOPARDALID ARND MARCH GEMINID METEORS
MOoN 5 DEGREES SOUTH OF URANUS
LasT QUARTER MOOM 11:22 AN

MOON & DEGREES SOUTH OF NERPTUNE
MOON AT FERIGEE

MOGN 3 DEGREES SOUTH OF VENUS |
MERCURY AT GREATEST ELOMGEATION WEST

JUPTTER TN CONJUNCTION WITH SUN§ MOVES TO MORMING SKY
MOON 1.6 DEGREES SOUTH OF MERCURY

MERCURY a&T -4aPHELION

MEW MOON 7iads AM

AMNULAR TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. VISIBELE IN THE SOUTH
OFF THE WEST COaBT OF AFRICA

ATLANTIC

SATURN STATIONARY IN RIGHT ASCENSION. BEGIMS RETROGRADE MOTION.



MORE CLUE NEWS.....

AT OUR FEB, MEETING, RE VYOTED TO AMEND OUR COMSTITUTION TO
IMNCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS.
1y T ADD THO MORE CaTAGORIESZ OF MEMBEREHIP, JUNIOR FEMBER
AND FapMILy MMEMBERSHIFPS TO THE GQROUP MEMBERSHIP POLICY.
) THERE MUST BE & VOTE WITH MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS MEMBERSHIP
AEREEING WHEN CLUR MATERIALS, GENERATOR, BOORS ECT. WANT
TO BE RBORROWED BY PEOPLE OQUTSIDE THE MEMBERSHIF.

THERE WaS ALSD & VOTE OF "YEE" TO THE PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE
COMSTITUTION OF THE ASTROMOMICAL LEAGUE, OF WHICH WE ARE A MEMBER.
THOSE OF YOU WHD WOULD LIKE THE DETAILD OF THIS CHaANGE CalN Calll. DERBIE,
as SHE IS5 COUR ALCOR REFPRESENMTATIVE.

JOHN MARSHALL, OUR ASS0CIATE VICE-PREZ, HAS VOLUNTEERED ToO
CHAIR & COMMITTEE FOR CLUB ACTIVITIES DURING THE AZalLEA FEETIVAL,
WE WOULD LIKE TO SET UP & DISPLAY OF OUR TELESCOPES FOR THE PUBLIC
DURIMNG THAT TIME AMD POSSIRLY HOLD A PURLIC ORSERVING SESSION ALSO.
AMYOME WHO HAS AMY IDEAS ON WHAT WE COULD DO PLEASE CONTACT JOHNM &
THE-Z818,.  THE MEMBERS PRESENT WHEN THIZ WaAR DISCUSSED FELT THAT AR
SCTIVITY DURING THAT TIME WOULD MAKE FOR GREAT PUBLIC aWaREMESS OF
THE CLUR®*S ACTIVITIES.

AT THE FER, MEETING, THE SURBJIECT OF HAVING & ZTaR FARTY FOH
CLUBS IN THE STATE OF NC WAS PRESENTED. THE TIME WOULD BE SOMETIME
IN THE FALL POBSIELY SEPTEMBER OR OCTORER. THIE WOULD INVYOLVE A LOT
OF TIME AND EFFORT ON OUR PART BUT IT WOULD GIVE US & CHANCE TO MEET

PEOPLE L IKE OURSELVES FROM aALL OVER THE STATE. WE WILL BE DISCUSEING THIZ

ITEM MORE AT THE MARCH MEETIMNG. PLEASE COME AMD GIVE YOUR OPINION.
IF WE DECIDE TO DO THIS, WETLL MEED HELFP FROM ALL THE MEMBERS.

WE ARE ALSO CONSIDERINMG THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING A "MESSIER
MARATHONMY WITHIN THE LR, MOST OF YOU ARE FaMILIAR WITH THE
MESSTER OBJECTSy THERE ARE 116 OF THEM, AND ALL ARE VISIBLE FROM
OUR LATITUDE ! SEVERAL MEMRBERS HAVE EXPRESSED AN INTEREST TO ORSERVE
Al OF THERM. WE WOULD HOLD & SESSION AT WHICH WE WOULD SIGHT a5 Mady
A5 POSSIRBLE ANMD HAVE THE SIGHTING OFFICIALLY RECORDED BY ap OFFICER

GFTHIEZ CLUR., THESE SESSIONS WILL HAVE TO BE "ALL-MNIGHTERS" IN ORDEHR

T SEE A8 MANY ORJECTES A8 POSESIRLE AT OME SITTIMG. THEY WOULD BE

HELLD AT DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE YEAR S50 THAT ALL THE OBRJECTE CAN EE
OREFERVED AT THEIR REST. ONMCE A MEMBER HaAS OFFICIALLY "SEEM" THE 118
ORJECTS, THEY WILL BE GIVEN A& CERTIFICATE STATIMEG THAT FALCT. MOT MAaNY
FEOGFLE HAVE SEEN THEM all, S0 GETTING THAT CERTIFICATE WOULD CERTAINLY
BE AN ACHIEVMENT. WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THIER ALSO AT THE MaRCH MEET ING.




THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO RECEIVED AWARDS AT GUR JANUARY
ELECTION AND AWARD CEREMONIES. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THEM!!

JOFMMY HORNE - H@NGR%HY‘HEMBERSHIP IN AFPRECIATION FOR HIS TIME
GIVEN TO OUR CLUR MEMBERS AND HIS GREAT PRESENMTATION ON HALLEY®'S
COMET.

P&UL. PETTY — CLUPR ACTIVITIES alaRD. FOR aALL THE HOURS OF WORK
HE DOES FOR THE CLUR

BPETTY McMILLAN - THE ROR COOK AWARD FOR OUTETANDINMG ACHIEVMENT.
THIS I8 FOR BETTY S HOURS & HOURE OF ASTRONMOMICAL. RESEARCH aAND TO
SHOW HOW PROUD WE ARE TO HAVE A MEMBER IN & NaATIOMAL M&aGAZIMNE.

FONNMIE HAWEDS — OUTETANDING ACHIEVMENT alWaRD FOR AlLL THE TIME HE
SFENDS DOING LOGOS FOR THE CLUR aAND THE HOURS HE PUTS IN FOR
CLUBR BENEFIT.

KEN SWAIRN — SPECIAL ACHIEVMENT AWARD FOR AlLL THOSE CONSTITUTIONS
HE MaDE UP AMD COPIED.

JANE FOUNTAIN — SPECIAL ACHIEVMENT FOR WRITING THE MEWSLETTER
EVERY MONTH.

RIM WHITFIELD — CERTIFICATE OF AFPRECIATION FOR KEEPING UZ I
CONTACT WITH OTHER CLUBRS AND KEEPING ALL THOSE MINUTES AT EACH
MEETING.

THE FOLLOWING GROUPS OR PERDONS WERE AWARDED CERTIFICATES OF
APPRECIATION FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTING PART IN QUR CLUR

WECT-TY CHaANNEL & WIKS-TY  CHARNNEL 24
WMFD R&aDIO & RANDY HARRINGTORM WHOR PURBLIC RADIO

STAR NEWS NEWSPAPER LIFE-STLYE DEPT. JOHN NEWTOM ATTY,
UNC—-W SPECIAL PROGRAMS
& GARY SPENCER, FT.FISHER HISTORIC SITE.

THAMK YOU TO AlLL THESE PEOPLE WHD DRDEVOTEDR THEIR TIME TO OGUR CLUR.

THE MARCH SKY CONSTELLATIONS

CANIS MAJOR CANTE MINOR GEMINMI

AURTGA CanNCER MOMNOCERGS

LED MATOR LEOD MINOR COMa BERMICES
URSA MAJOR HYDRA CAaNES VERATICT

ALTHOUGH THE MILKY WAY WILL NOT BE INM OUR VIEW FOR & COUPLE MONTHS
MORE . THERE ARE SOME EXCELLENT ORJECTS TO ORSERVE IM THIZ AREA OF

THE SKY. PRAESEPE, THE BEEHIVE CLUBTER, 15 ON SHOW THIS MONTH LOCATED
IM THE MIDDLE OF CAMCER AND VISIELE IN BINOCULARS. ALED CoMa BERMICES
15 AN EXCELLENT TARGET FOR BINOCULARS AND SCOPES. THOSE OF You WITH
LARGER SCOPES, TRY FOR THE "CLUSTER OF GALAXIES" AROUND COMa BRERNICES,
AND OF COURSE M51, OUR CLUR MOTTO, THE WHIRLPOOL GALAXY IN CANES
VENATICE. IT I8 OME OF THE RBRIGHTEST GALAXIES IN THE AREA, I7%s
FACE~ON SPIRAL I8 15 MILLION LIGHT-YEARS alWaY. IT ALS0 CARRIES 4
SHMaL.L COMPANION GALAXY WITH IT. CHECK IT OUT.




SPECIAL REPORT

HALLEY™S COMET FROM AYERE ROCK, AUSTRaLIA

THOSE OF YOU WHO COULD NGT ATTEND OUR JaNUARY MEETIMG, MIZSED
THE SHOW OF & LIFE TIME., JOHRNNY HORNE FROM STEDMANM, NC PRESENTED
Us WITH A SLIDE SHOW OF HALLEY™S COMET- YOU WOULD NOT BELIEVE. HIS
TRIP TO AYERS ROCK IN THE MIDDLE OF AUSTRALIA PROVED TO RE AN EXPERIENCE
in ITSELF, BUT ONCE THE JET LAG PASSED AMD THE PHOTOGRAFPHS WERE
DEVELORPED, THE TRIP WAS WORTH IT. JOHNNY MANAGED TO TaAKE US WITH
HIF ON THAT TRIP VIaA HIZ SLIDE SHOW. WE Sak THE COMET AND THE
SOUTHERN SKY A8 NMEVER SEEN RPEFORE. THE SLIDES aAND DISPLAY PHITOS
HE FROVIDED WERE UNBELTEVARLE. THE KNOWLEDGE HE POSBESSES AROUT THE
FIELD OF AMATEUR ABTRONOMY WOULD FILLD BOOKS.,  JOHNNY HAS HIS Ol
ORSERVATORY IN HIS BACK YARD, SEVERAL MEMPERS HaAVE VISITED IT. AND ALSO
Too SOME FANTASTIC PHOTOS OF HALLEY FROM THERE. THEY alLL HAVE TO RBE
SEEM TO BE BELIEVED.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THaARMK JOHMMY FOR TARKINMG THE TIME TO COME HERE
AND PRESENT US WITH BUCH A WONDERFUL SHOW AND ANSWERS To OUR QUESTIONS
ABROUT HIS TRIP. WE HOPE THAT WE CAN RECIPROCATE BOMETIME INM THE FUTURE.

OQRIGINS OF THE COSTELLATIONS

CORVUS THE RAVEN - ACCORDING TO SOME LEGENDS, THIS IS5 THE RAVEM SENT
BY APOGLLD TO GUARD HIS RELOVED CORONIS DURING HIS ARSENCES. DURING
ONE OF THOSE ARPSENCES, CORONMIS FELL IN LOVE WITH AMOTHER AND WaAS
UNFAITHFUL TO aAPOLLO.  WHEN THE RaAVEN TOLD APOLLO OF THIS, HE PLACED
THE RBIRD IN THE SKY a8 & REWARD FOR HIS FAITHFUL SERVICE.

CRATER THE CUP - THIS CONSTELLATION IS5 SUFPPOSED TO RESEMBLE A GORLET
FROM WHICH THE GODE DRANK. IT HAE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH APOLLO,
PACCHUS, HERCULES, AND ACHILLES.

CYGNUS THE SWAN — THIS CONSTELLATION IS RELATED TO THE STORY OF
PHAETHON, A MORTAL WHO LEARNED THAT HIS FATHER WAS HELIUS, THE SUN
GOD. HELIUS PROMISED PHAETHON THAT HE COULD DRIVE THE CHARIOT OF THE
SUN ACROSS THE SKY. PHAETHON DROVE THE CHARIOT RECKLESSLY AND SOON
LOST CONTROL OF IT, THREATENING TO DESTROY THE EARTH WITH THE SUN’S HEAT.
ZEUS INTERVENED BY HURLING THE CHARIOT WITH PHAETHON IN IT INTO THE
ERIDANUS RIVER. CYGNUS, PHAETHONS DEVOTED FRIENMD SAW WHAT HARPENED
AND DOVE INTO THE WATER TO RECOVER THE BODY. APOLLO TOOK PITY ON
CYGNUS, WHO COULD NOT SWIN WELL, AN CHANGED HIM INTO A SWAN. EVEN
THOUGH CYGNUS COULD NOT FIND THE BODY, HE WAS PLACED IN THE HEAVENS
IN THE FORM OF THE SWAN FOR HIS BRAVERY.

DELPHINUS THE DOLFHIN — DELPHINUS THE DOLPHIN SUCCESSFULLY CONVINCED
AMPHITRITE, THE SEA GODDESS, WHO WAS FLEEING FROM THE SEA GOD POSEIDON,
T STOP FLEEING AND MARRY POSEIDON. FOSEIDON WAS S0 GRATEFUL, HE PLACED
DELHINUS IN THE SKY AS A REWARD.




ASTRONOMI Cal. GLOS5ARY

ASTERGID — A MINOR FLANET OF THE S0LaR BYSTEM THAT IS NOT CONMSIDERED
& SATELLITE OF ONE OF THE MAJOR PLANETS, SUCH AS EARTH OR JURPITER.

CIRCUMPOLAR — REFERE TO A STAR, ASTERISM, OR CONSTELLATION ‘i'i--g,f:;'{‘ i
CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE CELESTIAL POLE THAT, FROM THE LATITUDE AT WHIOH
Yol ARE OBSERVING, IT MEVER APPEARS TO SET.

EJECTA RLANRKET - CHUNKS OF ROCK, USUALLY EXTENDING FROM ONE SIDE OF A
CRATER, - THAT WERE EJECTED DURING THE CRATER®S FORMATION

GIBEOUS — A PHASE OF THE MOGN ORF PLANET IN WHICH MORE THEN HALF OF
THE SIDE WE SEE 13 ILILUMINATED.

MAIN-SEQUENCE 8TAR — A STAR IN THE PRIME OF ITS LIFE, WHEN HYDROGEN
INGIDE IT IS UNDERGOING NUCLEAR FUSION

MESSIER CATALOG — THE LIST OF 183 NONSTELLAR, DEEP-SKY OBJECTS
COMPILED BY CHARLES MESSIER IN THE 177@°&. IT HaE PEEM EXPANMDED
TO 116 ORJECTE SINCE.

RAGIANT = THE LOCATION ON THE CELETIAL SPHERE FROM WHICH METEORS
I A GIVEMN SHOWER APPEAR To COME FROM.

DID YOU KNOW......, THAT THE NEXT TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE VISIBLE
DIRECTLY OVER THE SOUTHEASTERN U.85. WILL NOT OCCUR UNTIL AUGUST
2ist 2@177 SOUNDS LIKE A LONG TIME DOESM'T IT. IT 8 OhLY 3@ YE&ARS
AlaEY .,

NOTICE v a0 o &

THERE WILL BPE A GENERAL ORSERVING SESSION ON SAT FER. Zist BY

CLUR MEMBERS. WE WILL BE MEETING AT PAUL’S HOUSE NO LATER THAN
Hi@E PM OAND THEN DRIVIMG UP TO BURGAW FOR THE SESSIONM. THOSE QR
YOU WHO ARE INTERESTED IN GOING, PLEASE CONTACT PAUL FOR 30ME
DIRECTIONS TO HIS HOUSE.

HOPEFULLY, THIS LETTER WILL REACH ALL OF YOU BEFORE THE AROVE DATE
SO YOU CAN MAKE PLANS TO GO.  PAUL’S PHONE # 18 &675-295%



