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UNC-W Campus

The next meeting of the Cape Fear Astrono-
my Club will be held on January 8, 1989 in the
Bryan Auditorium of Morton Hall on the UNC-W
Campus.The Business meeting will begin at 7:00
PM EST.

The gencral meeting will begin at 8:00 PM.
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man I might add; P. T. O. president; and Amateur As-
tronomer. So, the amount of time I could give the club
would be limited. Tonight for example, I am obligated
to hear my children sing in the Christmas Program at
church. Their will be other times when I will not be
able to attend club functions. During those times I
would rely on other club officers and members for
support,

On the up side 1 would like to sec the business
meetings shorter; the programs more interesting; infor-
mative; and educational. I would like to see a major ob-
servatory built in the Wilmington area. I would like to
sce those interested in astrophotography come together
and share knowledge and ideas; and those just interest-
ed in looking at the stars should have the opportunity
of going to a safe and sccure glace to pursue their
hobby. I would like to see the club find more profes-
sional way of raising funds, grants, and donations.
For those more sociable 1 would like to see the club
have more social events, public viewing sessions, pub-

(Continues on page 2)

A LsRFFRR FROM
MDAVID THANESS

December 4, 1988
Members of the Cape Fear Astronomy Club:

I feel honored to have been nominated for Presi-
dent of your organization. However their arc some
things you should know before you vote for me as
your President.

I am (not necessarily in this order) a husband; fa-
ther; self-employed business man; struggling business
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SKY (GAlLRNDAR FOR FANBARY 1989

(All times are Given in UT to convert to EST subtract 5 hours.)

5:00

Happy New Year.

Earth at perihelion. Distance from the Sun
is .983 a.u.

Spica passes 2° west of the Moon.

Quandrantid Meteors., Radiant in N, E.
Bootes. Zhr = 110. The Moon will be out
of the way this year. Let's make an effort to
sce this shower this year.

Venus passes 10° cast of the Moon.

New Moon. Lunation number is 817.
Galileo discovers Jupiter's moons lo,
Europa, and Callisto in the ycar 1610.

Mercury at it's greatest eastern elongation,
The planet will be 19° above the honzon at
Sunset.

Moon at perigee. Distance from the Earth is
57.4 Earth-Radii.

William Hershal discovers the moons of
Uranus; "Titania" and "Oberon” in 1787.

Galileo discovers the moon Ganymede of
Jupiter in 1610.

Moon at first quarter.
Mars passes 4" south of the Moon.

The Moon passes thru the Pleades.
Saturn passes 0.6" north of Venus.
Delta Cancrid Meteors. Radiant west of
Pracspe. Zhr = 3

Comet Berenicid Meteors. Radiant from
right ascension 12:30 declination +19°.
Zhr=1

19

-—-----  Sun enters Capricornus.

21st

21:33  Full Moon. Called Old Moon or Moon after
Yule.

Moon passes 1° north of Regulus, Occulta-
tion.
24th
Mercury at inferior conjunction.
27th
Oh Moon at Apogee. Distance from Earth is
63.5 Earth radii.

------ Fire aboard Apollo 1 kills astronauts Gris-
som, White, and Chaffee during a training
exercise in 1967,

28th
Moon passes 3" north of Spica.

------ Explosion of space shuttle Challenger kills
astronauts Jarvis, McAuliffe, McNair, Oni-
zuka, Resnik, Scobee and Smith shortly
after takcoff in 1986.

30th
2:02  Moon at last quarter.
Jlst

Explorer 1 becomes the first American sat-
ellite to be launched in 1958.

(A Letter from David Maness - From page 1)

lic school education, camping star gaze parties, picnics
and such. And most important, more member partici-
pation to see these things happen.

I request that this letter be placed in the January
Newsletter and provisions be made for those unable to
attend the meeting an opportunity to cast their ballot,
and a questionnaire to determine your particular inter-
est.

If you agree with any of the policies I have men-
tioned let's move forward to insure that the club will be
what cach of use wants it to be.

Sincerely,
David T. Maness
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR
1989 TRIRCFION

Page 3 of this newsletter is your official ballot for
the 1989 clection of club officers.

Please mark you choice for cach office in the
space provided. You may write-in any club member
for any office in the space provided if you wish.

Bring your ballot to the January meeting. A box
will be provided for you to drop your marked ballot
into. The constitution of the Cape Fear Astronomy
Club does not allow for absentee voting. You must
bring your ballot to the January meeting to vote for the
new club officers.

JANUARY 1S TUR
MONFY FOR 1989
ANNTAL TOURERS

Once again January has returned and it is time to
pay you annual 1989 dues.

Please renew your membership in the Cape Fear
Astronomy Club as soon as possible. The Astronomy
League has requested a current copy of our member-
ship list. Our ALCOR will be sending this information
in after January 24th. If you have not renewed your
Capc Fear Astronomy Club membership by this date
you mayhe left out of League mailings during this win-
ter,
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This chart is drawn for Latitude 40° North, bt
should be useful to stargazers throughoul the
continental United States. It represents the shy
at the following local standard himes:

Late December 10 p.m.
Earty January 9 pm.
Late January 4 p.m.
Early February 7 p.m.

This map Is applicable ane hour either side of the
above limes, Mcore delalled charls appeasr
monthly in the magazines Astronomy and Sky &

Telescope.
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A QUESFIONNAIRE FOR MBMBRRS OF
THR QAPER FRAR ASTRONOMY (BB

I hope that you will take a little time and answer
the following questions about you and the Cape Fear
Astronomy Club. The information gathered from this
questionnaire will be use to try to refocus the direction
and topics for the general meetings. Please bring this
completed questionnaire to the January meeting.

1. Do you own a Telescope?

Yes

No

e —

If yes please describe what kind.

2. Why did you join the Cape Fear Astronomy
club?
a. To Learmn more about Astronomy?
b. To Leam about Astrophotography?
¢. To sharc my hobby with others?
d. Others, Please describe.

3. Would you like to sec the club have more so-
cial events? Like Cookout; Stargaze parties.

Yes

NON =
4. If you do not own a telescope, are you aware
that the club has two telescopes available for
any club member to use?

Yes

———

No

-

5. Have you or do you intend to make use of the
enclosed viewing site ncar Hampstead?

Yes

_—

No

-

Cape Fear Skies - Vol.

If you will not be able to make the January meet-

ing please return this questionnaire with you dues re-
newal for 1989. Also, please check the label on your
newsletter and mark any corrections to your address
next to the mailing label.

1

6. Would you be more likley to attend the month-
ly meetings if the programs were more educa-
tional and informative?

Yes

No

——

7. Is the Time and Place of the monthly meeting
convenient for you?

Yes

No

If no what would be a better time or
place?

8 Would you be interested in serving on any of
the following committees?
a. Observatory.
b. Social Functions.
¢. Public Displays.
d. Newsletter,
¢. Fund raising.

9. Would you be willing to provide refreshments
at the monthly meeting one time during the
comming year?

Yes

No

10. How can the Cape Fear Astronomy Club best
serve your needs?

No. 1 - Page 5



Monthly Meeting of the Cape Fear Astronomy Club
January 8, 1989; 7:00 PM - Bryan Auditorium; Morton Hall

Tom Jacobs - Editor
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